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Status 

1 M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 August 2004 . 
2a)H This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) [X] Claim(s) UJ9 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ia Claim(s) 1-7.9-15 and 17-1 Q is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
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12)Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U S C § 119(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: V 
1 ■□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Applicants' remarks and amendments filed on August 30, 2004 have been 
carefully considered. Claims 1 , 9, and 17 have been amended. Claims 8 and 16 
have been canceled. New claims 18 and 19 have been added. Claims 1-19 are 
pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

iub^n^n «T or t 6esctibed in a P rinted Publication in this or a foreign country or in 

the United States ^ *"* Pri ° r t0 the date ° f a PP |ica ' on for ^ 

1. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Cicero (D226.526). Cicero discloses a putter head (Fig. 1) comprising: a single, 
solid, unitary body having a front surface with a relatively small, centrally-located, 
flat ball contact surface extending "substantially" the full height of the body that 
comprises a sweet spot of the putter head that is about 5/8 to 1/2 inches in width 
and lateral portions that taper rearwardly away from the ball contact surface. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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2?£h£!H y T b f ft ? t ? ,ned th0ugh the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
be oa t^lnZT" 102 °I ,hiS titl6 K if the differenCGS betWeen the sub J ect matter sough to 
nuSn Tltt , l Pn ° r 3,1 3re SUCh that the subject matter as a wh °'e would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 

SS^2^Se perta,ns - Patentability sha " not be negatved by th ° ™" ™* ^S, to 



over 



2. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
Cicero (D226.526). Cicero discloses a putter head (Fig. 1 ) comprising: a single, 
solid, unitary body having a front surface with a relatively small, centrally-located, 
flat ball contact surface extending "substantially" the full height of the body that 
comprises a sweet spot of the putter head that is about 5/8 to 1/2 inches in width 
and lateral portions that taper rearwardly away from the ball contact surface. 
Cicero shows a hole in the upper end (Fig. 1) to receive the shaft member but 
fails to show a shaft having a grip disposed at an upper end. However, it 
conventional and well-known in the golf manufactures to provide a shaft having 
grip disposed on the upper end of the of the putter head body and it would have 
obvious to do so here to provide a hand-engaging means between the user and 
the putter head. 



is 

a 



3. Claims 1 -7, 9-1 5, and 1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mattingly (D282.952) in view of Holliday 737 and Swash '962. 
Regarding claims 1-2, 4-5, 7, 9-10, 12-13, 15, and 17, Mattingly '952 discloses a 
putter head comprising: a single, solid, a trapezoidal unitary body having a front 
surface with a relatively small, centrally-located, flat ball contact surface that 
extends the full height of the body and that comprises a sweet spot of the putter 
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head and lateral portions that taper rearwardly away from the ball contact surface 
a base extending toward a rear end of the body. Mattingly shows a cavity on the 
upper surface to accommodate a shaft but does not show a straight shaft having 
a grip on Figure 2; however, it is conventional and well-know in the golf 
manufactures to provide a straight shaft having a grip mounted to the golf club 
head and it would have been obvious to do so here to provide a hand-engaging 
means for the putter head. Mattingly does not show a cavity formed behind the 
ball contact surface and lateral portions and above the base. Mattingly does not 
disclose a rear portion of the putter head has a cavity. Holliday 737 teaches the 
large surface cavity 17 removes unnecessary weight from the club head 10 to 
reduce weight of the putter head (Col. 3, lines 44-50). Swash '962 also teaches 
rear portion having a cavity to reduce the overall weight of the putter head. Thus, 
it would have been obvious in view of Holliday and/or Swash to one having 
ordinary skill in the art to provide a rear cavity as taught by Swash and/or 
Holliday in order to reduce the overall weight of the putter head. Regarding 
claims 3 and 1 1 , it is conventional to provide an offset to a shaft member and it 
would have been obvious to do so here to facilitate alignment of the putter head 
with ball. Regarding claim 6 and 14, Mattingly shows the lateral portions having 
flat surfaces; however, it would have been obvious in view of Mattingly to one 
having ordinary skill in the art the ball will diverted laterally whether the lateral 
portions have a curved or flat surfaces (USPN 5,135,228 also show the curved 
surfaces which provides the same concept of diverting the ball away from the 
intended target). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-16 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Tom P Duong whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-2794. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM - 4:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Glenn Caldarola can be reached on (571) 272-1444. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



Tom Duong 
November 16, 2004 
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Glenn Caldarola 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 1 700 



